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DID A VETERAN COME 
HOME today at your house? If 
so, you will want to read and then 
give him “A Veteran Came Home 
Today,” by Charles A. Wells, 
editor of Between the Lines. It 
is a 4,000 word illustrated book- 
let about the world-wide spiritual 
challenge that faces the veteran 
and his folks at home as the ser- 
vicemen return. Send 10¢ in 
stamps for your copy, or, still 
better, a dollar check for ten 
copies to give to servicemen 
friends. Talk to your pastor and 
have your church order a quantity 
to be handed to every returning 
veteran. Act promptly. Supplies 
are limited. 











Nisei in the News 

With attacks still being made on Jap- 
anese-American returnees, the Christian 
mind is being continuously and sharply 
challenged. These constantly reappear- 
ing outbursts of blind intolerance are 
closely akin to Nazism. The tragedy is 
that these undemocratic, unchristian, 
un-American attitudes are found even 
among the folks who sing hymns and 
say Christian prayers. 

Incidents 

Numerous “incidents” of terroriza- 
tion appear in the news: 

A nisei girl who was living with 
white friends was warned to leave the 
community in spite of the fact that one 
of her brothers had been killed in ac- 
tion in Italy and another wounded. 

Three revolver shots were fired into 
the house of a Japanese-American, rep- 
resentatives of whose family are fight- 
ing in American Army units. 

Signs are posted which read “No 
Japs wanted” and “Jap trade not solicit- 
ed.” (Anti-Jew signs appeared all over 
the Reich under Hitler.) 

Attempts were made to dynamite 
buildings on the farm of a Japanese- 
American. Three men were charged 
with perpetrating this deed but were 
acquitted. Their attorney had said, 
“This is a white man’s country. Keep 
it so.” 

(Continued on next page) 


“Il AM A CHRISTIAN, BUT ...”’ is the striking lead of a recent editorial 
in the United States News by the distinguished journalist David Lawrence. 
Mr. Lawrence is right. ‘I am a Christian, but..." is a familiar phrase today. 
“I am a Christian, but I think all Germans should be exterminated.” ‘I am a 
Christian, but I hate ‘niggers’ unless they are kept in their place.” (‘Their 
place’’ means where they can't challenge economic priorities.) “I am a Chris- 
tian, but I don’t want any Japanese-American around, even if some of them 
are fighting for my country, and even if they are law-abiding, clean and thrifty 
citizens.” 

“IT am a Christian, but ...’’ means that we would have pushed to the front 
of the crowd when the loaves and fishes were passed and the water made into 
wine. But we would have switched with the rest of the crowd when He stood 
alone, thorn-crowned and blood-smeared because He would not yield to hate 
and arrogance. We would have jeered and mocked Him when His words bit 
deeply into our own precious pride, — and possessions. 

“I am a Christian, but...” really means: I would have been with those 


who killed Him instead of with those who followed Him, weeping at the sight 
of Calvary. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
News and the Press 


Between the Lines was started because too often the most important news 
is either suppressed entirely or buried in the back pages of the newspapers 
where its circulation and influence will be reduced to a minimum. During 
the past few weeks this condition has been especially prevalent. Not only 
the Americans news sources, the AP, UP and INS and other world-wide ser- 
vices, are subject to unrelenting pressure from the great financial powers that 
will sound quite different from the restricted diet of carefully censored news 
is carried, but also the news weeklies such as Time and Newsweek are owned 
and controlled by Wall Street interests. Over the air flocks of glib radio 
commentators follow the line of news interpretation that their bosses and 
sponsors dictate. Thus the American people San received a very inadequate 
and warped picture of what has been happening in the international scene in 
the past few weeks. 

The Changed World 

Drawing from sources free from political or financial pressure, let us out- 
line for you the significant developments of the past few weeks, a report that 
will sound quite different from the restricted diet of carefully censored news 
that reaches the average citizen. 

1. The blind nationalism, selfishness and empire and racia! arrogance, 
which made the Big Three Dumbarton Oaks agreements so unsatisfactory, 
have been put through a terrific pounding at San Francisco. The death of 
Roosevelt, whose superb a had created a surface veneer of coopera- 
tion over the wrangle of conflicting interests, resulted in the raw machina- 
tions of selfishness and power politics at San Francisco. But, as usual, when 
frankness and truth are given ascendancy over deception and propaganda, it 
all worked out to the good. However, it is a changed world—and not one 
American in a thousand realizes how great that change is. 

2. Desperate at the loss of Roosevelt's adroit blending of British, French 
and Dutch imperial interests into the so-called war aims of America, British 
leadership endeavored to use every possible opportunity to play off Russia’s 
ruthless power politics against American ideals. Brutal, direct Soviet action 
in Poland and the Balkans has been played up, and all similar ruthlessness in 
India, Greece and Italy under British leadership played down. London hoped 
that American popular opinion thus inflamed against Russia would throw the 
weight of American arms and might between Britain’s crumbling bastions and 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from center page) 
The Future for India 

We mustn't — a quick solution to the problems of 
India in spite of the belated British announcement of a pro- 
— plan of self-government leading to dominion status. 

or one thing, the majority of Indians do not want dominion 
status, they want complete and full independence, meaning 
the severance of British trade controls—controls which the 
British naturally hope to preserve. On the other hand, it is 
true that, if British left India too quickly without long and 
careful preparation, much violence and disorder would ensue. 
The Satiaie are saying ‘complete independence by 1950.” 
The British are hoping for self-government by 1950, with 
dividends as usual. 

A great deal of “official information” is now being sent 
out from London to the effect that Britain’s relationship to 
India as a creditor nation has been reversed, with an he 
now owing India vast sums for the production of war ma- 
terials. However, financial circles believe that London intends 
to use these debts to bind Indian trade more closely than 
ever to the orbit of “empire preferences.” 

It might prove true that, if Britain should go all the way 
really to meet the challenge of a new day of freedom and 
progress, the good will thus generated among her former 
colonials could well bring greater trade and economic benefits 
than would an economy forced on belligerent, sullen subject 
peoples. In that case, certainly our attitude should be one 
of respect for rewards well won rather than economic jealousy 
and envy. Ninety per cent of the American people want the 
war-breeding empires to reform. That same 90 per cent 
should also be willing to support systems of economic co- 
operation that will enable nations like the British and Dutch 
to maintain their standards of living when the loot of ex- 
ploitation no longer is funneled into their national home 
economy. We believe imperialism has overwhelmingly shown 
itself to be a breeder of wars and violence and that it cannot 


be tolerated in twentieth century Christian thought, but we 
also believe that a generous, cooperative spirit of mutual 
sharing in world trade, world shipping and production must 
take the — of imperialism if the world is to live at peace. 


The trouble is that there are too many people who are against 
imperialism without being for what must take its place. 
Justice Department Gains Moral Victo 

The du Ponts won the anti-cartel suit brought against them 
for monopoly operations with their German and British 
chemical partners. But don’t let the advertising being put 
out now by the du Ponts fool you. The government prosecu- 
tors knew they could not win the case. With two-thirds of 
the evidence concerning manipulations abroad, no lawyer ex- 
pected a Department of Justice victory. But Uncle Sam got 
what he wanted, wide publicity concerning the way cartels 
operate. This information is affecting — Opinion so 
strongly that monopolies are instituting reforms of their own 
to circumvent further exposure. 

What Are Our War Aims? 

Leading American churchmen and educational leaders have 
issued a plea to government officials asking that the United 
States make a clear-cut statement of its war aims in the 
struggle against Japan and urging that wide publicity be 
be given to the statement. They believe that such an effort 
on the part of our government might enable the peace ele- 
ments in Japan to circumvent the military clique and bring 
about an early end of the war. 

The blunt truth is that at the present we have no peace 
or war aims. After producing the Atlantic Charter and pre- 
senting it as a document of our war aims, both Roosevelt and 
Churchill later abandoned it when the resurgence of national- 
istic selfish aims made it “impractical.” If we do not im- 
plement the unconditional surrender terms by specific pro- 
posals and if we continue to fight blindly toward Japan’s final 
defeat, as we are doing now, we will suffer at least a half a 


million more casualties. 


Here are some important facts from behind the scenes in 
Washington relative to the Japanese war: American military 
leaders have been undecided as to the best plan to bring 
about defeat. One well known plan has been to attack — 
proper as soon as sufficient springboards could be established 
on nearby islands such as Iwo Jima and Okinawa. But it is 
now pars He that every foot gained nearer Japan will cost 
more and more American blood. 

Thousands of letters have flooded the War Department 
and the White House, some broken-hearted protests from 
bereaved parents, some angry denunciations of our costly mili- 
tary tactics in the Pacific, all demanding that something at 
least be attempted to bring about a capitulation of Japan be- 
side the unimaginative bloody plodding from beach to beach 
that has characterized our strategy thus far. 

What is more, it is gradually becoming clear that if we 
have no other alternative than to invade Japan, it will cost 
us untold thousands of American lives. We will most likely 
do it alone, with only token forces from Britain and our other 
allies. Even if Russia should strike from the north, an in- 
vasion would still be the most costly military effort in our 
nation’s history, for the Japanese are fighting with increasing 
fanaticism as the war nears their homeland. The foreboding 
character of such an onslaught is haunting the minds of mil- 
lions of American fathers and mothers, although such facts 
are being carefully suppressed. Floods of letters are asking 
why our leadership hasn’t the imagination or intellectual and 
spiritual vision to employ the psychological weapons so ef- 
fectively utilized by our enemies in the past. 

Millions of leaflets are being dropped on Japan, and Amer- 
ican radio broadcasts thunder against Japan telling the Jap- 
anese people we will not enslave them. But an examination 
of our propaganda reveals that our statements are all negative 
—we will not kill off the women and children, we will not 
shoot all males between the ages of 15 and 50, we will not 
load all members of the Japanese army on barges and sink 
them in the Pacific, and similar replies to the absurd Japanese 
home propaganda. We have told them nothing as to what 
we will do, so we are leaving the important peace groups 
known to exist in Tokyo, who are urging surrender, with no 
definite weapon of peace to use to pry the military madmen 
from power. 


Franco Releases Masons 

News has reached Masonic leaders in America that the 
fascist dictator Franco has recently freed most of the thou- 
sands of Freemasons who have been imprisoned in Spain ever 
since Franco seized power. It may give you some idea of the 
Vatican-sponsored Franco rule in Spain, which the American 
Catholic hierarchy has praised so lavishly, to know that a man 
is - in prison in Spain if he is found to belong to a Masonic 
order! 


Proposed Conference 

This gives you an idea how truth is treated in war-time. 
In the spring of 1939, Arthur Krock, respected writer of the 
New York Times, reported that information had reached him 
that Roosevelt had attempted to meet with Hitler and Mus- 
solini with the hope that he might be able to prevent war 
by finding what they would accept ‘as a final settlement with 
Britain and France. Mr. Roosevelt also hoped, so Krock re- 
ported, that the conference might be expanded to include 
Russian and Japanese representatives. 

When the New York newsman made his report, Roosevelt 
denied it flatly and a whole chorus of derisive howls arose 
from Washington official circles close to the White House 
and State Department, branding the reports as sheer fabrica- 
tion. Now it has been established that, at the time in ques- 
tion, Roosevelt did unsuccessfully approach Hitler through 
Prince Ferdinand, grandson of the late Kaiser, shortly after 
the Prince and his bride had been White House guests. The 
Krock report is true and the situation it reveals as existing 
in Washington at the time is not a pretty one. Moreover, 
many of those involved are still in the State Department. 





